microRNA and Lung Cancer.
Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer mortality worldwide. microRNAs (miRNAs) have been established as players with a relevant role in lung cancer development, epithelial-mesenchymal transition and response to therapy. Additionally, in the last decade, miRNAs, measured in resected tumor samples or in fine-needle aspirate samples have emerged as compelling biomarkers for tumor diagnosis, prognosis, and prediction of response to treatment, due to the ease of their detection and in their extreme specificity. Moreover, miRNAs present in sputum, in plasma, in serum or in whole-blood have increasingly been explored in the last 5 years as less invasive biomarkers for the early detection of cancers.